Template for reporting the JIRI Working Groups statement of work

Objectives of this template: 

· To inform about the key outcomes and main activities carried out by the JIRI Working Groups.
· To present an overview of the JIRI WGs achievements for discussion with the European Commission representatives and other relevant stakeholders.

JIRI Working Group on ICT

Overview
· Main thematic lines of work
The ICT theme is horizontal to today’s societal challenges and has the potential to support the development of global priorities (including those of the EU and LAC regions) through a multidisciplinary approach which includes multiple fields of application. Therefore, the labor of the ICT working group has focused on four main areas: e-Inclusion; e-Health; Smart Cities; and Living Labs. These four topics have been previously identified by the SOM Working Group on ICT as crucial for the development and cooperation between both regions.

· List of countries and institutions involved on the JIRI WG
CELAC
· Chile (Universidad Tecnológica Metropolitana/UTEM, Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica/CONICYT, Asociación de Empresas Chilenas de Tecnología/ChileTec) 
· Dominican Republic (Ministerio de Educación Superior, Ciencia y Tecnología/MESCYT)
· Mexico (Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología/CONACYT, Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey/ITESM)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Argentina (Fundación Sadosky, Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva/MINCYT-FAN)
· Jamaica (Caribbean Science Foundation/CSF)
· Costa Rica (Universidad de Costa Rica)
· Nicaragua (Universidad Nacional de Ingeniería, Consejo Nicaragüense de Ciencia y Tecnología/CONICYT)
· Panama (Universidad de Panama) 
· Cuba (Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente/CITMA, 
· Barbados (National Council for Science and Technology/NCST)
· Guatemala (Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología/CONCYT)
· Saint Lucia (Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and Technology) 
· Trinidad y Tobago (Caribbean council of Sciences/CCST)
Europe
· Finland (Ministry of Education and Culture/MINEDU, Finnish University Partnership for International Development/UNIPID, University of Eastern Finland, Technical Research Centre of Finland Ltd/VTT, University of Oulu)
· Spain (INMARK)
· European Commission (Directorate-General for Research and Innovation/EC RTD, Directorate General for Communications Networks, Content & Technology (DG CONNECT)
· Portugal (FCT)?
· Synergies generated with relevant initiatives and key stakeholders
· EU-LAC Health
· The JIRI Working Group on ICT created a good synergy with the ERA-Net LAC EU-CELAC Interest Group, working on the stabilization of ICT topics priorities to include in the IG future Call, namely: "Improving wellbeing and inclusiveness through e-health, m-health, and active and assisted living (AAL) solutions” (cooperation with the HEALTH SOM WG),  "Smarter, inclusive and sustainable cities”, "ICT platform for Learning and Inclusion”, "ICT-enabled open government”, "New ICT-based solutions for energy efficiency: smart meters, smart plugs, social media, micro-generation” and “"ICT for urban sustainability: Nature-based Solutions, citizen science and systemic urban planning”. 
· European Commission (DG Research & Innovation) in the building of the Agenda for the ALCUENET Workshop on Sustainable Urbanization, Smart Cities and Nature-based Solutions, that took place in Lisbon on the 29th-30th of June 2017. 
· Barriers identified on the bi-regional cooperation
· Lack of active participation from European stakeholders, countries representation at WG
· In what concerns ICT, Startups can provide key innovative IT and other solutions, but their participation in H2020 is limited by several rules that hinder Startup participation. For example, the volatile nature of startup business (financial and programmatic) is something that the strict conditions of H2020 don’t know how to deal with and should address. 
· 
· Outcomes so far: most visible activities; main deliverables; impact and added value
· 
· Next steps to reach in 2016-2017 (activities and outcomes)
· 
Possible contribution to the Common Research Area
· Pillar of mobility
-
· Pillar of infrastructures 
-
· Pillar of strengthened thematic cooperation
· The Participants of the  The sixth Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) on Science and Technology of the EU-CELAC Joint Initiative on Research and Innovation (JIRI)agreed to implement in Sustainable urbanization by the means of potential Horizon 2020 large scale topics specifically devoted to international cooperation with the CELAC region. Like so, the ALCUENET Workshop on Sustainable Urbanization, Smart Cities and Nature-based Solutions was a great opportunity to showcase the Commission R&I agenda on NBS, and in particular to establish linkage between NBS case studies and the upcoming NBS calls of WP2018-2020, especially those with a CELAC component. There was a great interest in NBS by CELAC representatives and it was established a great deal of networking (between Portuguese and CELAC stakeholders and with EU platforms on NBS such as Think Nature and Oppla, and others like Startups for NBS and Smart Cities Clusters) that can lead into future projects. The effect will be more solid if, as mention by the Commission, we see in the future the establishment of a Working Group or Task Force on Sustainable Urbanization in the framework of EU-CELAC R&I cooperation, as well as the second Sector Dialogue with Brazil on NBS.

The issue of IT tools for NBS co-creation, implementation and monitoring was discussed, a timely discussion as this is one of the key issues in 2017 in view of the Estonian Presidency event on NBS (which will have a session on IT tools for NBS announced during the workshop. Many already existing tools, for instance in the framework of existing smart cities projects, could be of use for NBS or be adapted to NBS needs. Startups can provide key, innovative IT and other solutions for NBS if their participation in H2020 is enhanced.


JIRI WG sustainability
· Recommendations for the future sustainability of the JIRI WG and bi-regional cooperation on R&I after the lifetime of supporting projects, such as ALCUE NET, ERA-Net LAC and the EU-LAC Health.
-
· Revision of the JIRI WG strategy (in terms of policies, priorities, instruments, synergies, objectives, EU-CELAC perspectives, etc.)
· Expectation towards HORIZON 2020 (regarding identified calls; consortia building; new topics + instruments needed to give CELAC more visibility as target region; joint possible commitments; etc.)
-
· New actions to explore (ie. EU-CELAC Interest Group, proposed by ERA-Net LAC, etc.)
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